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CONJUGAL

Written by Donna-Michelle St. Bernard
Directed by Carmen Alvis

March 6, 7 & 8: 7:30pm
March 8 & 9: 2:00pm

Helen Gardiner Phelan Playhouse

79 5t. George Street

Students: $10
General: %20
uoft.me/CONJUGAL




Content Warning

Please be advised that this production contains scenes
with misogyny, sexual themes, prison violence, smoking
on stage and a strobe light effect.
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Creative Team and Crew

Playwright: Donna-Michelle St. Bernard
Director: Carmen Alvis

Set & Costume Desigher & DRM 354 Instructor: Snezana
PesSic

Lighting Designer: Melissa Joakim

Sound Designer: Miquelon Rodriguez
Associate Director: Rosalind Goodwin
Choreographer: Pulga Muchochoma

Fight & Intimacy Director: Siobhan Richardson
Stage Manager: Unwoo (Woo) Ho

DRM403 TA: Robert Motum

DRM354 TA: Hillary Sunberg



CDTPS Manager of Theatre Operations & Production
Manager: Ariel Martin-Smith

CDTPS Technical Director & DRM355 Instructor: Adrien
Whan

Assistant Set & Costume Designers: Macarena
Coronado Harman, Annabelle Gillis, Cici NIE Wenxi,
Kaiya Saravanja-Thomson, Cassandra Yip, Angelina
(Chenyuan) Zou

Stage Crew: Nathan Belyea, Hero Emmanuel Dela Cruz,
Yifei Fan, Adele Thomson, Val Vergara

Cast

Hillary Adebayo: Simon
Elle Baron: Peter/Andrew
Gabriela Chanen: Sarah
Farah Fatola: Jack

Owen Hill: Sarah

Erin Hui: Peter/Andrew
James Eric Jumaway: Jack

Mashreka Mahmood: Simon



Jake Pereira: Peter/Andrew
Rebecca Robitaille: Simon

Noah Rudder: Jack

Madeleine Thompson: Sarah
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Director’s Note

This new play, by the Governor General nominated
playwright Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, asks questions
about censorship, incarceration, and resistance, while
offering space for us to arrive at our own conclusions.
These raw materials have proven a fruitful place for the
students, and our creative team, to engage their critical
thinking, emotional intelligence, and research skills to
bring themselves closer to a play inspired by events in
Malawi. Their rigour as storytellers, stewards of these
characters, and holders of the intricacies on offer in the
script, are on full display in this production. My
thoughts on the play, and our work together, echo in a
quote from Malawian storyteller and author Upile
Chisala’s collection of prose and poetry called Soft
Magic, “Honey, you need to say something before it
forms a storm in your chest. You can’t keep carrying
anger in your bones because you are too afraid of



letting poison out. Freeing yourself from the thing won’t
make you serpentine. You mustn’t keep anger in your
skin like that. Please, darling, say the thing you mean to
say. Say the thing before it builds a home in your blood.
Say the thing before you become the thing itself”

Carmen Alvis

Assistant Director’s Note

Conjugal is an amazing new play by Donna-Michelle St.
Bernard and I’m so excited to have gotten the chance to
help shape this incredible work. The prison industrial
complex keeps us locked in a world where revolutionary
thinking is punished for being too forward thinking. A
world where we are asked to obey forces beyond our
capacity. How can we resist the rising tide of
incarceration that is building hand in hand with
fascism? Where thinking of community is not valued as
much as thinking of ourselves? Can we continue to build
community in a world where we are punished for doing
so? As we work towards prison abolition, we need to
think of the world that prisons have created for folks all
over the world. Who bears the brunt of the prison
industrial complex? How have our education systems
replicated the world of prisons? This play asks what
would you do for the revolution when the world is



punishing us for pursuing freedom. Would you risk
everything to share a revolutionary poem? These are
some of the questions we grapple with in Conjugal and |
hope they help you think of a better future for
tomorrow.

Rosalind Goodwin
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Cast

Hillary Adebayo - Simon

Hillary is a fourth-year student
majoring in English and drama. A
lifelong lover of the arts, she grew up
studying voice and piano, which
blossomed into a passion for acting
and musical theatre in elementary
school. This final showcase is both a
celebration and a heartful farewell to
the university that has nurtured her
creativity. Hillary deeply thanks her
classmates and professors for their
unwavering support and inspiration.
She is thrilled to present Conjugal and
. hopes that the audience will leave
'l." " questioning where their convictions
might lead them in the face of power.
Thank you for being part of this special
goodbye—it’s been an incredible ride!
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Elle Baron - Peter/Andrew



Gabriela Chanen - Sarah

Elle Baron is a fifth-year drama
specialist student with a passion for
telling stories that explore the
complexities of being human. She
believes that theatre is an essential
part of life, learning, and emotional
growth, and she is a dedicated
advocate for theatre and arts
education for youth. Elle is deeply
grateful to be part of this production,
which she sees as a bittersweet
culmination of years spent learning
and evolving alongside her talented
and inspiring fellow actors and peers.
She extends heartfelt gratitude to the
community of professionals, educators
and scholars who have shared their
expertise, patience and care, fostering
a welcoming and supportive
environment for her growth as both an
artist and a person. She hopes
audiences are prompted to question
how truth and love endure, even in the

face of pain.



Farah Fatola - Jack

Owen Hill - Sarah

Gabriela (Gaby) Chanen is a fourth-
year student studying drama, English,
and critical studies in equity and
solidarity. She is so grateful for the
opportunity to work amongst her
talented classmates and perform
Conjugal as the culminating work of
her undergraduate career! This role
has been a challenging yet rewarding
learning experience and has spoken to
her interest in political storytelling in a
way that combines all her studies. She
hopes you enjoy the show as much as
she has enjoyed exploring its world!

Farah Fatola is a fourth-year student
majoring in criminology and drama and
is thrilled to collaborate with such an
incredible cast and crew on this
production. Being part of Conjugal has
been a deeply rewarding experience,
allowing her to explore complex
themes and push creative boundaries.
She feels honoured to share this
culminating performance with her
talented peers, whose passion and
dedication have made this experience
unforgettable. Farah is deeply grateful
to her friends, family and instructors
for their unwavering support
throughout her undergraduate years.
She hopes the audience connects with
the story and leaves the theatre with
new perspectives and reflections.



Erin Hui - Peter/Andrew

James Eric Jumaway - Jack

Owen is thrilled to be one of the
performers playing Sarah in this bold
production of Conjugal. This role has
pushed him to expand his creative
limits and learn new approaches to
storytelling. As the capstone project of
Owen’s undergraduate drama journey,
he dedicates this performance to the
mentors and peers that have
supported and uplifted him along the
way. He hopes that the audience finds
something to remember in the story
being told here. He sends his love to
his family and friends.

Erin Hui is a fourth-year student at U of
T studying drama and linguistics. While
she has performed in a myriad of
campus theatre productions, this
particular show holds a special place in
her heart. Over the past three years,
she has grown alongside her castmates
in acting, voice and movement classes,
sharing countless moments of
discovery, growth and joy. Conjugal
feels like a culmination of their
collective journey, and Erin is
honoured to bring this story to life with
the insanely talented people who have
shaped her growth as an actor. She is
thrilled to share this experience with
you and hopes it resonates long after
the curtain falls.



James Eric Jumaway is a Filipino-
Canadian actor and a student
currently in his last year at the
University of Toronto, taking a
specialist in theatre and majoring in
human geography. He is honoured to
be a part of such a talented ensemble
of actors and theatre creators. He is
grateful for the opportunity to create a
piece of theatre that is both
challenging and inspiring. James Eric
would like to thank his family, friends,
mentors, peers and everyone who
cheered and supported him on this
journey. He also would like to dedicate
this performance to his grandparents
— Susing (an excellent cook) and Felix
(a talented photographer), for inspiring
him to pursue his creative passion in
life.

Mashreka is a fourth-year student
studying drama, English, and
immunology. She is honoured to have
had the opportunity to work with her
peers, some of the most talented
people she knows, for three full years.
This mainstage performance is a
culmination of the time they have had
to know and grow with each other. She
is grateful to be able to help tell a story
with such nuanced history and
perspectives. She hopes you enjoy the

show and come talk to us afterwards!




Jake Pereira - Peter/Andrew

Jake is a fifth-year student studying
drama, political science and Spanish.
He is incredibly grateful for the
opportunity to have learned so much
from his peers during his time at the
CDTPS. Jake is looking forward to
sharing this story of perseverance,
resilience and political manipulation,
created and produced by some of the
most talented people he knows with
& you all. He hopes you enjoy the show
as much as he enjoyed putting it on!
He dedicates his performance to his
+4 family and amor. Deo gratias, Deus

'\ meus et Omnia!

Rebecca Robitaille - Simon



Rebecca (Becca) is in her final year as a
drama, theatre and performance
studies specialist. She is thrilled to be
part of this exciting production, which
has allowed for bold creative choices
and profound discussions. Conjugal
will be her final performance at U of T,
following roles in productions such as
Company (VCDS), Twelve Angry Men
(TCDS), and Hedda Gabler (UC Follies).
Rebecca is deeply grateful to perform
alongside her peers (and friends), who
have inspired and challenged her to
grow both as an artist and as a person.
She has loved exploring the
complexities of Simon and hopes you
leave the performance with more
questions than answers.

Noah Rudder (he/him) is a fourth-year
student at the CDTPS, raised in Ajax,
Ontario. Noah has had the incredible
opportunity to have grown artistically
alongside his peers during his
undergraduate career and is excited to
present this culminating work as a cast
member in this production. Noah is
grateful to have been able to tell this
story, and thankful to have worked
with such talented individuals who he
holds so dear. He hopes you laugh, cry,
sigh and enjoy the show!



Madeleine Thompson - Sarah

Madeleine Thompson is currently in
her fourth year at U of T, double
majoring in drama, theatre and
performance studies and cinema
studies. Previous performance training
includes musical theatre at Bravo
Academy for the Arts, acting and choir
at Cardinal Carter Academy for the
Arts, and dance (jazz, tap, ballet) at
Randolph College for the Performing
Arts! She is also the co-director of the
Bob Sketch Comedy Revue at Victoria
College and has been involved in
multiple other campus theatre
productions. She loves her cat, Casper,

horses, and all her fans!
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Creative Team

Carmen Alvis - Director



Carmen Alvis (she\her) is a Turtle
Mountain Michif (Métis) artist based in
Tkardon:to with Chippewa, Irish &
English ancestors. She is one of the
leaders of lemonTree creations,
manidoons collective, and AdHoc
Assembly, and is on the board of the
Dancers Of Damelahamid. Carmen is a
Dora nominated director and
performer who has performed and
directed queer and Indigenous
performances across Turtle Island
(North America), including venues in
Coast Salish territory, Mi’kma’ki, and
Treaty 1, 3, 6 & 7 territories. Up next:
Carmen performs in You Used To Call
Me Marie by Tai Amy Grauman (Savage
Society & The Arts Club).

Snezana PeSi¢ - Set & Costume Designer & DRM354
Instructor



Snezana PeSic is an award-winning
scenographer, multi-disciplinary artist
and educator.

Her work has been seen across Canada
and internationally. In Canada, she’s
collaborated with companies such as
Soulpepper Theatre, Canadian Stage,
Crow’s Theatre, Banff Centre, The
Confederation Centre of the Arts,
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre,
Tarragon Theatre, Theatre New
Brunswick, Against the Grain, Ghost
River, Obsidian, Volcano and Native
Earth, among others. Internationally,
her designs have been toured and
performed in the US, Norway, Chile,
Mexico, and Serbia, and she has been
presented at numerous international
exhibitions.

She exhibited at the Prague Quadrennial (2007 and 2015), World Stage Design
(Seoul, 2009 and Cardiff, 2013), Innovative Costume of 21st Century; Next
Generation and Costume at the Turn of the Century (Moscow, 2019 and 2015)
and World’s Stage Costume (Mexico City, 2022) and Critical Costume (Los
Angeles, 2024). In 2019, Snezana designed and curated the Canadian
Professional Exhibition at the Prague Quadrennial of Performance Design and
Space (PQ). Under her curatorial vision, designer Michael Levine received
Canada’s first-ever PQ Award for Excellence in Performance Design.

Pesic is the recipient of the Betty Mitchell Award for outstanding lighting design
and production. Her debut film, Suture, was awarded Best Experimental Short
from the Toronto Independent Film Festival (2022) and Veracruz Short Film
Festival (Mexico, 2023).

snezanapesic.com

Melissa Joakim - Lighting Designer



Melissa Joakim is a lighting and
projection designer and scenographer.
Sheis a recipient of a Dora Award in
Scenic Design. She has recently
collaborated with Outside the March,
Ahuri Theatre, Bad New Days, Theatre
Passe Muraille, Lemontree Creations,
Soundstreams, Signal Theatre, and
Crow’s Theatre. She is the stage
manager and touring lighting designer
for Sea Sick (Theatre Centre, 2014-
Present) which has toured extensively
around the world and recently had its
USA premiere at The Kennedy Center.

Miquelon Rodriguez - Sound Designer



Miguelon Rodriguez is a Dora-
nominated director and sound
designer, composer, radio play mixer &
editor, digital content creator, actor,
and arts leader based in T'karonto. He
was the apprentice artistic director at
Factory Theatre from 2017-2019, under
the mentorship of Nina Lee Aquino,
and co-curated Pan-Asian works over
two seasons at Soulpepper through
the Tiger Bamboo Festival and the
Shen Development Series, under the
mentorship of Ins Choi. He is a
graduate of the Artistic Leadership
Residency at the National Theatre
School of Canada and has worked with
a multitude of artists and companies
across Turtle Island and
internationally. He is currently
directing an immersive auditory-
focused video game with Frog In Hand
and Diaspora Games and is newly
obsessed with plastic model kit
building.

Rosalind Goodwin - Associate Director



Rosalind Goodwin is an Irish settler
based in Tkardn:to. Originally from
Treaty 6 territory and the small town
of Ponoka, Rosalind finished a BFA in
performance arts at the University of
Lethbridge before relocating for work.
Rose has since produced Jizz Sock for
the 2015 Toronto Fringe Festival, and
Rose’s Buds- A Trans Cabaret for the
2021 Paprika Festival. She also co-
produced the short film Scaring
Women at Night, which premiered at
the Toronto International Film Festival.
Most recently, Rose produced
Hermaphroditus at the 2023 Toronto
Fringe Festival. Fae currently are doing
a master’s in theatre, drama and
performance studies at the University
of Toronto.

Siobhan’s work as a fight director
and/or intimacy director has appeared
at the Canadian Opera Company
(where she is the resident fight and
intimacy director), The Shaw Festival,
the National Arts Centre, the Stratford
Festival, Native Earth Performing Arts,
Tarragon Theatre, Factory Theatre,
Soulpepper, Canadian Musical Theatre
Projects, The Grand Theatre (London,
ON), Harold Green Jewish Theatre
Company, Young Peoples’ Theatre and
Starvox Entertainment to name a few.




She is also an actor/fighter/singer/dancer, and an internationally recognized
stage combat and intimacy instructor, having completed three European tours
including France, Germany, England, Ireland, Scotland, Sweden, Norway,
Estonia, and Finland. She is an “industry legend” (Aisling Murphy, Intermission
Magazine) and a pioneer voice in Intimacy, who has been instrumental in
bringing these practices into common use in the industry.

Siobhan sees fight and intimacy direction as a support to joyful creativity, where
clear communication and artistic exploration make space for adventurous
exploration. Always infusing joyfulness and curiosity into the work, Siobhan is
dedicated to the growth and development of the art forms, the artists and the
workplaces.

Pulga Muchochoma - Choreographer

Pulga Muchochoma is a dancer,
choreographer, musician, actor and
director born in Quelimane,
Mozambique. His dance career and
training began in Quelimane with
Montes Namuli Dance Company. In
August of 2006, Pulga came to Toronto
with the company for the International
AIDS Conference. With Montes
Namuli/Shakespeare Link Canada, he
performed in several shows in venues
in Toronto and Mozambique. When
Montes Namuli returned to
Mozambique, Pulga stayed in Toronto
to study at The School of Toronto
Dance Theatre. He worked with
Toronto Dance Theatre (TDT) under
Artistic Director Christopher House
from 2009-2020.

During his time with TDT, he had the pleasure of working and collaborating with
local and international choreographers such as Christopher House, Veronica
Tennant, Danny Grossman, Patricia Beaty, Heidi Strauss, Jeanine Durning, and
many more. Pulga participated in the 2015 opening ceremony of the Toronto
Pan Am Games with Cirque du Soleil and NBS. With Stratford Festival, he has



performed in Death and the King’s Horseman and was movement director for
Wedding Band. Pulga directed a play in Montreal called Diggers and was the
assistant director and choreographer for the Fairview at CanStage. Additionally,
he was in the musical Treemonisha by Scott Joplin. He has been nominated for
seven Dora awards with TDT and two for his own works. In 2015, Pulga founded
Pulga Dance, where he teaches and creates independent works based in Toronto

and the GTA..

Robert Motum - DRM403 TA

Dr. Robert Motum is a playwright,
director and researcher. With a
background in site-specific
performance, Robert has staged work
on an active city bus, in a Queen West
gallery, in a castle, a vacant Target
store, in augmented reality, and
occasionally, even in a theatre space.
His work has been supported by
dozens of companies, including
Outside the March, Studio 180, Mirvish
Productions, the Stratford Festival,
Why Not Theatre, Theatre Gargantua,
and Quarantine Theatre (UK / tour). His
writing and research have appeared in
The Boston Globe, Theatre Research in
Canada, Canadian Theatre Review,
and in collections from Routledge and
Palgrave Macmillan.

i

He holds an MA in performance from Aberystwyth University (Wales) and
recently completed his SSHRC-funded PhD at the University of Toronto’s Centre
for Drama, Theatre & Performance Studies. He teaches at Toronto Metropolitan
University and the Rotman School of Management. For more information about
his projects, teaching and publications, visit: robertmotum.com.

Hillary Sunberg - DRM354 TA



Hillary Sunberg (she/her) is a PhD
candidate in the University of
Toronto’s Centre for Drama, Theatre &
Performance Studies, where she is
using process drama performance
tools to develop an embodied
approach to ecocriticism. She is a
seasoned playwright, stage manager,
arts educator and performer, having
appeared in such venues as the New
York International Fringe Festival, New
England Conservatory’s Jordan Hall,
New York’s Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts, and Vancouver Opera.
Hillary holds an MA in theatre
education (Emerson College) and an
MA in English (University of Toronto)
and is an active member of the
University of Toronto's robust and
innovative environmental humanities
community. A staged reading of her
play I Am My Beloved('s), a verbatim
piece which focuses on the sexual
experiences of evangelical and ex-
evangelical women, will take place in
the Helen Gardiner Phelan Playhouse
on March 28th.

Unwoo (Woo) Ho - Stage Manager



Woo Ho is a student in drama, theatre
and performance studies. In her free
time, she enjoys re-watching select
episodes of The Office and romantic
comedies like The Princess Bride.
Recently, she stage managed Murder
| on the Orient Express with the Trinity
College Dramatic Society directed by
Kit Dixon, and Low-Level Panic with
the Victoria College Dramatic Society
directed by Gaby Chanen. This is her
second time working on a mainstage
production, and she is incredibly
honoured and excited to learn from
Ariel through her independent studies
in stage management. Woo aspires to
be a stage manager like Ariel one day!
A special thank you to Ariel, Colleen,
and Seika for the opportunity to take
this course. As the stage manager for
Conjugal, Woo feels privileged to be
part of such an incredible team and
hopes you enjoy the show!
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Crew

Macarena Coronado Harman - Assistant Set & Costume Designer



Macarena (she/her) is a fourth-year
student double majoring in drama and
political science. She is very excited to
work on this year’s mainstage
production and learn from everybody
involved! Macarena is a
multidisciplinary artist from Lima, Peru
who utilizes and combines different
mediums to tell stories, having varying
experience in costume design,
directing, multi-media performance,
acting and dance. Through this
experience she hopes to learn more
about how large-scale productions
work!

Annabelle (Belle) Gillis - Assistant Set & Costume Designer

Annabelle Gillis is a second-year
student specializing in drama. As an
actor familiar with the stage, Annabelle
is thrilled to be working behind the
scenes for the first time. She is looking
forward to this rewarding process, and
excited to see its final product come to
fruition!

Cici NIE Wenxi - Assistant Set & Costume Designer



Ciciis a third-year student double

majoring in drama and history. She has

participated in a series of on-campus

~ theatre productions and is in the
learning process to be a designer and a
director. She is glad to join this year’s
mainstage production as a part of the

- setand costume designing team.

Kiaya Saravanja-Thomson - Assistant Set & Costume Designer

Kaiya (she/her) is in her final year at U
of T, studying in the CDTPS and French
Department. She is incredibly grateful
to have spent the last few months
working with this wonderful cast and
crew!

Cassandra Yip - Assistant Set & Costume Designer



Cassandrais a third-year student at
the University of Toronto, double
majoring in drama and sociology. She is
usually on the stage, so she is very
excited to be working behind the
scenes in design for the first time. She
is very grateful for this opportunity
and hopes to learn more about design
in the future!

Angelina (Chenyuan) Zhou - Assistant Set & Costume Designer

Angelina is an undergraduate student
at CDTPS. She is very grateful to be
involved in the production of this
work. She is happy to work with
everyone and looks forward to
everything going well :)

Nathan Belyea - Stage Crew



Nathan Belyea is a third-year student
at the University of Toronto
completing a Bachelor of Arts in
history and drama. Other than
volunteering as an ASM for two Hart
House Theatre productions, this will be
Nathan’s first time working as a
running crew member. He is eager to
assist the creative team in their
rendition of Conjugal.

Hero (she/her) is very grateful for the
opportunity to be working on this
year’s mainstage production! Hero
moved to Toronto five years ago with
little knowledge about theatre, but she
discovered that she enjoys the
communal and artistic workspace of
productions. Hero is currently in her
second-year, double majoring in drama
and cell & molecular biology. Most of
her experiences in theatre involves
being a stage manager, lighting, or
sound designer. Hero is very excited to
be part of the creative team for
Conjugal.

Yifei Fan - Stage Crew



Yifei (Fei) Fan (she/her) is a second-
year student double majoring in drama
and cinema studies. She is super
excited to participate, work and learn
with everyone on Conjugal this
semester. Despite being quite new to
theatre production, she has worked as
lighting tech on some of her high
school’s drama productions. Fei is also
a dancer and choreographer, mainly in
the styles of hip-hop and jazz funk.
Currently, she is a member of the
competitive U of T dance team FLUX.
Through this opportunity, she hopes to
learn more about production and have
fun:)

Adele Thompson - Stage Crew

Adele is a second-year student double
majoring in drama and psychology. She
is passionate about using theatre to
create, navigate and facilitate
conversations around mental health
advocacy. Adele has been a part of
theatre since conception — first role:
padding on her mother’s stomach in A
Village of Idiots — and she has worked
on many shows since. Most recently,
(though really not that recent) she was
stage manager for
Theatre@Eastminster’s production of
December Man performed at the 2019
Fringe Festival. Now, finding the
balance between motherhood and
academics, she is thrilled to be a part
of the production team for Conjugal.



Val Vergara - Stage Crew

Val Vergara (they/them) is a queer and
Peruvian fourth-year drama student at
the University of Toronto. They mostly
focus on costume design, but they are
excited to try something new with
production on this play. Some of their
costume credits include Grease
(TCDS), Tick, Tick... Boom! (SMC
Troubadours), and Otihéw (Crossroads
Theatre). They can usually be found
looking at fabrics in craft stores and
they are quite excited to participate in
this production of Conjugal.



